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Thank you O&V for  

continued support  

This yearõs Keynote speaker is Radeaux. Coloradoõs diverse fauna is the inspiration for 

Radeaux, an artist based in Pueblo. Radeaux  spends many hours in the field studying birds 

and other animals. When he returns to the studio,  he paints what he has seen in his unique 

style, a combination of detail and restraint, repetition  and rhythm. The images he produces 

are not merely idealized illustrations but also explore the  patterning and geometrics found 

in nature. Radeauxõs art features spatial relationships and comparisons to stylized  

depictions of nature from various cultures.  Radeaux is a veteran of many art exhibits and 

has provided illustrations for a variety of  publications including the recently published  

Second Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas.  

Radeaux will present a program of images that spans a 40 -year career of painting  

Coloradoõs fauna. The program shows the development of his unique style and contains  

anecdotes about Colorado ornithology and natural history. Elements of the history of animal 

imagery from the dawn of man to 19th century quilt patterns of birds are part of his  

program. Radeaux is the illustrator of the recently published Second Colorado Breeding 

Bird Atlas. He will sign copies of the bird atlas following his presentation.  

He is owner  of The John Deaux Art Gallery, 221 S. Union Ave., in Pueblo.  

Plenty of tours abound ð sunrise and sunset crane viewing, raptor watching, Penitente 

Canyon, and a tour of the Great Sand Dunes. Saturday presentations include Elk on the 

Monte Vista NWR, Bird Banding in Ecuador, On Waterfowl and Water Rights: Cinnamon 

teal in the San Luis Valley and Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas II. There is a photography 

workshop (limit 8) all three days ñmust preregister.  

The movie Friday night is òHOOT,ó A group of children fight to save burrowing owls. 

Music by Jimmy Buffett. Donõt forget about the Craft Fair all three days.  All workshops 

and talks will be at the Vali Theatre on Adams Street. Donations requested.  

The deadline for reservations and payments is March 7. For more information the  

website is www.mvcranefest.org  

34th Monte Vista Crane Festival  

March 10 -12, 2017 

   Help staff the Monte Vista refuge office the weekends before, during, and 

after the Crane Fest. This is a fun opportunity to meet, talk with and  

answer questions for some of the many people who come through the area to 

see the cranes.  

   The Friends group is also looking for volunteers to help staff the Friends 

Booth at the Ski Hi Building.  

If you would like to help, contact Brian Underwood: 719 -587-3207  

or sundogprints@gmail.com  
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In a recent survey* 

conducted before the 

November elections,  

Colorado voters overwhelming 

supported the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Eighty percent of likely voters that were surveyed 

supported the law, 11% opposed the law, and 9% werenõt sure. The law received support across 

the political spectrum, including 94% of self -described liberals, 84% of moderates, and 64% of 

conservatives. Eighty -seven percent of survey participants thought that decisions regarding 

which species should be protected under the ESA should be based on science and handled by  

biologists with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 2% thought that Congress should be making 

these decisions, and 11% werenõt sure. Seventy-eight percent of those surveyed agreed that the 

ESA òis necessary to prevent imperiled plants and animals from going extinct and that we can 

protect our national heritage for future generations while growing our economy and creating 

jobs.ó  

The ESA has been controversial since its passage in 1973. The law was passed during the 

Nixon administration along with some of our most important environmental legislation, I  

ncluding the Clean Air Act (1970) and the Clean Water Act as amended in 1972. The ESA 

passed with broad bipartisan support, with the House vote of 390 ð 12, and the Senate vote of  

92 ð 0, but soon after the ESA was passed, controversy began. A series of amendments made the 

law more flexible, but weakened protections and made the law more difficult to administer.  

Critics of the law point to the small number of species that have recovered enough to be  

removed from the list. Of the 2392 species currently listed on the ESA, a total of 76 have been 

removed from the list over its entire history. Forty -seven recovered enough to be removed, and 

10 species went extinct despite being listed. The other species that have been removed from the 

list were reclassified due to errors in the original listing, or due to changes in our understanding 

of their taxonomic relationships. The problem with this argument is that we will never know 

how many more species might have gone extinct without the protections afforded by the ESA. To 

me, the problem is not with the law itself ñmany of the problems stem from a lack of funding to 

administer the law effectively. Because of funding restrictions, by the time a species is listed, the 

population is often so small that it is critically imperiled. It seems that whatever decision is 

made regarding listing a species, that one side or the other of the debate files lawsuits that  

consume enormous amounts of money and further delay action. The ESA has been up for  

renewal for many years, but proponents are concerned that if the law is brought up for debate, 

that it might be gutted by opponents.  

The ESA was some of the first legislation enacted to protect biodiversity and it continues to 

serve as a global model for conservation. In my opinion, it remains one of our most important 

tools for conservation, and it is heartening to know that the vast majority of Coloradoans agree!  

 

* The survey was conducted on behalf of environmental organizations by an independent polling 

firm using live, professional callers. The sample was relatively small, with 200 likely voters: 55% 

from Denver, Fort Collins and the Front Range and 45% from the Western Slope and Eastern 

Plains. The original survey can be found at  http://earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/files/

PollingMemoNationalESASurvey.pdf   

Presidentõs MessageñTim Armstrong  
Support for the Endangered Species Act in Colorado  

http://earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/files/PollingMemoNationalESASurvey.pdf
http://earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/files/PollingMemoNationalESASurvey.pdf
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BLUE 

GOOSE!!! 

Mugging 

for the 

camera 

The play is the thing  

Origami 

cranes 

return  

Archery was new 

this year  

Egg and nest hunt  

Hunting for wildlife  
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